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HM Government 
Code of Conduct for Grant Recipients 

Foreword 
 
 
Grant making is an essential component in the tools available to government to deliver 
its policy objectives.  Grants are awarded to deliver across a diverse range of policy 
areas such as helping to tackle disadvantage, to support the Arts, and to advance 
research and technologies, helping the UK to compete at the global level.  This 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/civil-service-code/the-civil-service-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grants-standards


mailto:grants-management-function@cabinetoffice.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance
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Interacting with Vulnerable Groups 
 

11. Some grants fund activities for end users or for beneficiaries with particular 
needs such as those with physical or mental disabilities, medical conditions, 
children and young people, the 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/47/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/modern-slavery-bill
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seen as reputation enhancing for the Grant Recipient.  Equally, we expect 
Grant Recipients, in delivering the funded activity, to ensure that neither they, 
nor any of their partners, intermediaries or even subcontractors, engage in 
any act or omission, which is reasonably likely to diminish the trust that the 
public places in government. 

 
 

Cyber Security 
 

21. It is essential that Grant Recipients safeguard the integrity and security of 
their systems and comply with the relevant government standards and 
guidance.  Grant Recipients must inform the National Cyber Security Centre if 
they become aware of any cyber security incident that affects or has the 
potential to affect government data.6 

 
 

Environmentally Sustainable Grant Funding 
 

22. We expect our Grant Recipients to be aware of and to support government in 
complying with its legal and operational obligations under social value 
legislation, in delivery of the wider policy that sits behind the grant agreement, 
and in the delivery of the targets as defined within the Greening Government 
Commitments 2016 to 2020.7  We expect our Grant Recipients to assist 
government in the understanding and (if possible) reducing the potential 
impact grant funded activities may have on our environment. 

 
23. We expect Grant Recipients to be open and transparent in assisting 

government in reporting publicly on any environmental impacts.  
 
 

Confidentiality 
 

24. Grant Recipients are expected to comply with the provisions in their grant 
agreements and any legal requirements to protect sensitive information.  
Grant Recipients may also be party to confidential information that is 
necessary for them to be effective partners. 

 
25. This information, even if it is not covered by provisions within the grant 

agreement, should be handled with the same care as information of similar 
sensitivity in the Grant Recipient’s own organisation. 

 
 

Conflicts of Interest

 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/greening-government-commitments-2016-to-2020
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a position of influence gained through the award of a grant should not use that 
position to unfairly disadvantage any other Grant Recipient or reduce the 
potential for future competition, for example, by creating a technical solution 
that locks in the grant to the Grant Recipient’s own proprietary methodologies 
or activities. 

 
 

Standards of Behaviour 
 

Ethical behaviour 
 

27. Civil 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-open-government-national-action-plan-2016-18/uk-open-government-national-action-plan-2016-18
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-open-government-national-action-plan-2016-18/uk-open-government-national-action-plan-2016-18
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Treatment of Agents, Partners, Intermediaries and Subcontractors 
 

31. We expect our Grant Recipients to deal fairly with any other entities that it 
works with in the delivery of the grant funded activities it is carrying out.  We 
expect Grant Recipients to avoid transferring unreasonable levels of risk to 
other entities, especially to those who cannot reasonably be expected to 
manage or carry these risks.  We expect Grant Recipients not to create 
barriers to the use of small and medium-sized enterprises who are qualified to 
carry out or assist grant funded activities, and to encourage innovation to 
increase the value or quality of those activities. 

 
 

Social Responsibility 
 

32. We expect our Grant Recipients to promote social responsibility; by upholding 
the values of this code and supporting key government social responsibility 
policy areas, such as (but not limited to) diversity and inclusion, sustainability, 
prompt payment, small and medium sized enterprise engagement, support of 
the Armed Forces Covenant, apprenticeships and skills development. 

 
 

Compliance 
 

33. The overall objective of this code is to drive improved performance throughout 
government grant funding, by building trusting and open relationships with our 
Grants Recipients.  Grants Recipients that carry out activities that are funded 
by government grants are expected to comply with all aspects of this code, 
and the terms and conditions of the grant agreement. 

 
34. The grant agreement provides the legal framework for delivery, and should 

reference this code.  Grant Recipients should be open and transparent with 
governmur 


